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Dear X-Folks, 

| just read X-MEN #222. All | have to say 
is this — #221 and #222 are more like it. 
Tense excitement, action, drama, inner con- 
flicts, and indications of Wolverine'’s 
changes. In #222, on page 19, | would've 
finished off Sabre right there. I'm glad that 
Rogue and Dazzler are getting along to- 
gether finally. | think that having Wolverine 
as the leader is the best storyline that Chris 
has come up with since the Phoenix saga! 
Perfect. He seems to be doing an excellent 
job of it, and he should. After all, he was a 
commando, right? About Havok — | hope 
he doesn't go nuts and berserk and want to 
kill the Marauders like his brother did. The 
part with Storm proved interesting. | hope 
she gets her powers back but, this time, 
don't have her emotions echoed in the wea- 
ther around her. That was stupid, Chris. And 
what | don’t understand is, if the Marauders 
are supposed to be so rough and tough, 
how come the X-MEN seem their equals? | 
mean, if Wolverine’s healing talent wasn't 
scrambled on page 18, he would've killed 
Sabretooth, Scalphunter, and Scrambler, no 
problem. One other thing, Chris — one of 
the things that has made THE X-MEN what 
it is is the realism. It's starting to slip a little. 
Please, don't let this happen. 

Now what would | like to see? Wolverine 
remain leader forever and reveal his past. At 
least tell us who gave him his bones. 
Change Magneto'’s costume. | agree, it's 
ugly. Bring back Kitty, Kurt, and Peter. 
C’mon, guys. Let's see the X-MEN use some 
teamwork. After seeing what happened on 
the bridge on page 18, you should have Wol- 
vie train Longshot in fighting. Skill and luck 
are what the X-Men need most now, and 
Longshot has plenty of it. Reveal Night- 
crawler's past. I'm assuming that whatever 
Kurt and Wolvie's pasts hold, it must be as 
unpleasant as it is important. Right, guys? 

Well, thanks for listening to my comments. 

Andrew Vungaro 
West Seneca, NY 


X-Folks, 

After reading the past few issues of X- 
MEN (#223 being the last), | had a few 
comments and questions for you. One of 
the best things about this book is that the 
characters, for better or worse, seem to con- 
tinuously change. However, | can’t say that 
all the changes have been good, and while | 
still like the X-Men, | wouldn't particularly 
want to be friends with them. Psylocke, 
especially, seems to have become much 
more grim, ruthless, and cold-hearted. | first 
met her in the NEW MUTANTS ANNUAL 
#2, and really liked the way she came 
across. (Say, whatever happened to what 
Betsy and Doug felt for each other? And 
why do the X-Men and New Mutants never 
seem to run into each other at the mansion?) 
But now she comes across, at least to me, 
rather like an iron-hearted witch. 

And now to say some nice things. Storm 
is finally on a Quest (as opposed to merely a 
quest) to restore her lost powers, and about 
time, | say. | believe that I’m finally beginning 
to like the way she looks, too. While she is as 
cold as Psylocke, as team leader she should 
be, and | can... appreciate it. As long as 
were talking about the female members of 
the team, | should point out my pleasure at 


seeing Dazzler and Rogue reconciled. By 
the by, is Rogue being groomed to be leader 
some day? 

Other nice things, and maybe a few more 
criticisms, also. Okay, everybody who hopes 
that Wolverine killed Sabretooth in #222, 
raise your hand (have you ever noticed how 
hard it is to type one-handed?). Now all 
those who think he did, raise a hand. (Ahh 
... much easier.) Longshot needs more of a 
personality than curiousity and friendship. | 
like Alex Summers — | always have. It oc- 
curs to me that he might be a little more 
upset with his teammates — if they hadn't 
messed with his mind he would have re- 
membered the Marauders earlier and | 
doubt that he would have left Lorna alone in 
the desert to face a group of killers that don't 
like super-powered mutants. Because of his 
teammates, Alex may have lost the woman 
he loves. | know that I'd be a tad unhappy 
with the ones who had caused this by their 
deceptions. 

Eric E. Nevis 
Gainesville, FL. 


Dear X-Staff, 

To have looked at me in the comic book 
shop, one might have thought my heart's 
desire was to read Marvel Comics, and be- 
come a statue ala Aiex Summers. Though | 
haven't done so in a long time, | bought a 
comic book, THE X-MEN ANNUAL #11. | 
was impressed by Chris Claremont's story. 
Its been done before — some hero turning 
down ultimate power, ultimate knowledge, 
immortality, whatever — but somehow this 
cast moved me enough to buy the thing and 
figure out why | was so moved. 

| thought about what it meant, all those 
times somebody turned down one of those 
ultimate or infinite whatevers. Implicit in the 
rejection is the character's deep under- 
standing of self and place in the universe — 
that power or knowledge or whatever ac- 
quired instantly or through some gimmicky 
device (a Cosmic Cube or Super Crystal) is 
not a free ride. There's always a catch if one 
does not know the mechanism by which one 
iS granted such gifts. Wolverine (approp- 
riately) saw his godhood as denying beings 
their free will. Yes, and | would add that as 
mankind evolves to Watcher status, it will 
learn crucial lessons that will enable it to use 
its powers wisely. Perhaps Wolverine recog- 
nized that he had not yet developed the wis- 
dom necessary to truly be a god, but he did 
have enough to reject being one. | like that 
moral, and I'm glad such a value is being 
implicity spread to your readersnip. 

After thinking about that, | started to think 
about why it made sense for Wolverine to be 
the one to make such a choice. Why not one 
of the others? How did they fall? | was un- 
familiar with Rogue, but what | found out 
was enough to justify her fate. Someone 
untouched by human warmth will of course 
crave it so badly that she will jump at the 
chance to get it. And Alex craves, not Lorna 
Dane, simply to free himself from constantly 
being in control? Yes, I'll buy that. I've always 
liked Alex (being a little brother myself) but 
please don't let him wallow too deeply in 
self-pity. His struggle for self-control seems 
much more terrible than Scott's, who can at 
least put on a pair of glasses. | hope you 
continue to find interesting ways to have him 
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mature as a character, for this, “Oh-my- 
gosh-|-have-to-be-in-control-all-the-time” bit 
can only go on so long. 

And thank you for giving so much room to 
Alison's fate. That sequence had such a nice 
human touch. Your portrayal of her as having 
this horrendous problem deciding what to 
do, and then taking responsiblity for her de- 
cision was very real to me. As someone 
who's on his second time around in graduate 
school, in a different field, | could empathize 
with her. Some of my friends have this all- 
too-human feeling of not knowing what to 
do. 

Except for Longshot (I still don’t know 
quite what to make of him as a character, or 
what happened to him, but there is a consis- 
tency about him that | won't deny, and | like 
what | do see), the others seem to be deeply 
at odds with what they are, which is the stuff 
of great human stories. All the others, save 
Psylocke and Wolverine. Wolverine, too, has 
been deeply developed so that, even though 
he is what he wants to be, there are still 
deep conflicts in his soul, which is great. 
However, you're going to have to do some- 
thing with Psylocke if she’s to be at all as 
interesting as the others. Anyway, it makes 
sense that Wolverine should be the one to 
make the choice for humanity — he was the 
one most secure with who he is, the most 
mature, the one who's had the most experi- 
ence with life. And no, it wasn't easy for him, 
but he did it. It fit. Storm comes in a close 
second, but she still needs to work out her 
desires to indulge herself, which Wolverine 
evidently has. Scott and Alex will never be 
able to cut loose the way Wolverine has — 
getting drunk, partying, etc. Does that mean 
they'll never be able to reach the level of 
maturity Wolverine has? 

As | looked closely at panels, | became 
more and more impressed by how each 
character's personality was revealed by their 
pose — Storm, straight and tall, Alison, pen- 
sive, Longshot, tentative, yet curious and 
anxious to help, and so on. Hey, | thought, 
this shows a greater degree of sophistica- 
tion than I'd been aware of before. And this. 
complex story was told in a well-paced, 
carefully chosen sequence of scenes. Wow! 

Anyway, it looks like I'll at least be buying 
more of THE X-MEN. 


Paul A. Calzada 
3624 Hamilton St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 


